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TECHEIQUﬁs OF THE ’ o

.

COMMUNIST SEIZURE OF POWER IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

>

(j INTRODUGTIDN

Prior to 19 February 1948, 1L million citizens of Czechoslovakia
lived in an independent and prosperous country under a democratic form
of government, enjoying a high gtandard of education, social consclousness,
national cohesicn and solidarity, and a great meagure of individual
freedom, Five days later, the Uszech Communist Party took full control

of the country, swiftly smashed all oppositioen, destroyed the repﬂ;sentaﬁive

form of government, established forced labor camps, started a collectiviza-
tion drive, and sealed off the country from the West., This was the essence
of the meaning of the change, a change from an independent democratic
government to a dictatorship gubservient to a foreign power. This swift
abgorbtion of a working democracy by the Commmist bloc can be understood
only we have before us at least the general outline of events which
took place in Czechoslovakis between December 1943 and February 1948,
because 1t was during this time that the Czech CP took all the preperatory
steps which led to the successful seizure of power.

At the beginning of the period (19k3), and until conclusion of the
war (1945), the Czech CP claimed no more than 27,000 members, most of whom
were not even in the country. dJust before the coup, the Czech CP had

close to 12 million members and was in control of 2 million trade unionists,
z

the country's security forces, and all important cabinet posts. This
rapid growth of CP strength was, of course, planned, The main elements
of this plan can be 1listed ag follows:

1. The 27,000 Czech Bommmists were not alone but could count on the
so1id backing of the CP of the Soviet Union and¥the Ged Army.

2. The Czech CP had a corcrete plan for the acquisition of control
over the essential centers of power in the nation: labor unions,
police, agriculture, information and propaganda, armed forces, mass
erganizations, parliament, government,

3. The Czech CP was united and discipkined.

‘ ~ |
_ L. Cgech nonecommunist political parties were disuniteds they %iaa
{a;-‘\ei {o d4d-net- suspect that CP slogans pertaining to genuine pafiriotism,
1iberty, reforms and democracy wers only for propaganda purposes, to
be repudiated by the CP after gaining control of the country. They
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did not want to believe that the Czech CP was under full .
control of Mosoow, '

5. 8ocial derocrats and Soeialists allowed themselves to be
drawn into & coslition government with the CF, assuring this
Bolshevik-Marxist-Socialist bloc effectlive control of the country,
It was obvious that in this coalition a well-diseiplined CP,
which could count on the support of the Soviet Union, would be the
dominating force, capable of maintaining and enlarging Its power,
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This period is divided into two distinct parts: December 1943 to
May 1945, and May 1945 to February 19L8. S/

; . Ie
A. December 19Q%1- May 19l5. During this period, the Czech
Communist Party established for itself the most favorable position
from which it could reach the :ghgg‘iﬁﬁn centergfef power in the
country for the purpose of controlling them or saking them ineffectual
1f they resisted Bommumist control. These ™/ =7 7% eenters of
power" are: (1) the executive branch of the government, (2) the
legislature, {3, the armed forces, (li) the security forces, (5) the
trade unions, (6) peasant mass organizations, (7) youth organizations,
(8) information and propaganda media, (9) illegal armed forces.

b resolutel bacgggmgg‘arstrqqg‘foreignjggggS) What the Cszech
CPAdid to acquire for itself the most advantageous position in
relation to thffy "centers" is as follows:

1, A full year before even partisl liberation from the
Germang,. the Soviet Union clearly showed the Cgechs that
only the Czech CP had her full backing. She demanded that
the Gaech-QQRACommunist‘gbvérnment in exile begin immediately
to negotiate for a "treaty of friendship" with the Soviets, .
and that this "friendship® be properly implemented by the
Cmechs, The treaty was concluded in December 1943, and the
Benes govermment in exile began to negotiate in Moscow with
the Czech Communist leaders there concerning the future role
of the CP in the country's affairs. It was agreed that the
CP would be one of the parties in the poste-liberation,
provisional, coalitlon-government; that all rightist parties

¥

would be outlawedy that the remsining four parties (opemﬂﬂ!k;***ff%g”

the CP) would be equally represented (thus, the 27,000.strong
CP was to represent one quarter of the 1L million Czechoslovak
citizens); that the CP would control the Ministries of
Interior {palice), Agriculture, and Information; that the
postwar government would be formed before Czechoslovakia

was fully liberated, and that this step would be taken, not

in London, but either in Moscow or én the first eastern
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libera‘hed territory of Czechoslovakiay and finally, that
a definite postwar nrcgram would be immediately adopted
{(the CP had such a program ready and the Benes governmend
hed not). Here is a Communist account of the negotiation
vetween Benes and the CP (as reported in the Communist
publication, Nova Svoboda, of 19 March 1946):
"When in April (19 5) the gentlemen came from London to
Moscow and we asked them what sort of program they had,
they answered that they had none. When the government was
te be formed, we told them: first we shall have to have a
prograney- and we submitted to them themws [official postwayf L I
rogram which was accepted with minor stylistlic changes. Wwe
‘bhan €o¢:>§ a gofaem ountain pem, and every one whc wa%"ged to
- . o ' by

oaren. _Y hen was The foverr = Torm ”" asls
mzpn%cad) S

! “/
L kl‘bhcug after Czechoslovakia was occupied by the Nazis ’//&

{1 the Czech commmist leaders with criFp=severel- mw
wers reeallgd Lo !"’0$§ng and did not participate in the anti-Nazi
#istance movement sponsored by the Benes government, in
}/I;er (when Hitler attacked Soviet Russia) they suddenly discovered
that they, too, were tnatriotic® Czechs and Slovaeks. Shortly,. %o
they began to claim that they should be the backbone of the
anti-Nazl resistance, Vntil about 1913 their "resistance
work” was mostly talk; eventually, however, the CP-controlled
resistance became sybstantial; it was the most active 1133_{?0
8 before the liberation, Thus, while the non-communis
ﬁ Tought in the resistance since 1936/9, and had suffered
terribly by attrition, coming out of the war decimated and
lesderless, the Communists exerted themselves only for about
one to one and & h vears and came out of the war almost
intact. Yoreover, thelr ranks were swollen with pseudo-
partisans (i.e., those who came out with arms too late to
inflict appreciable damage on the Nazis, but soon encugh to
lend support to the Communists in thelr cleim that CP-supported
reglstince far outnumbered the non-Communist resistance). These

edJL 3
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do “eof rect
an®  persons, having chosen the "ripht" side, were ;

| ) toally
. ot referred to the C steras "revolutionary firshters," and
LI were eventually absorbed inte the CP{ At the same Lime they were /a\

promoted to positions within the Uovermment in which the CP

wag interested (mostly in the security forces). lNo posthumous
credit was given to the noneCommunist partisans (Social democrats
and Socialista), or to the partiee to which they belanged.

3, Directly following the Red Army into Czmechoslovakia, 4he
1 Comrmuniste took control over the spontanecusly arising "factory
militia" whose 2im was the protection of property from betmng !ogfmq;
Sevted either by the retreating Uermans or by the local .
populace. In these mostly patriotic and selfless individuals,
the CP saw the embryo of the future "people's army."

L. As the liberation of Czechoslovakia progressed from east to
west, selected teams of Communist organizers followed in the
wake of the Hed Army in order to help with the election of
"national committees” as local organs of staite power. The
faet that these teams enjoyed the protection of the Red fArmy
and that i) acted not as partisan spokesmen for the Communists
but m&éﬁ—w—m representatives of the provisional
government, lent them enormous prestigey Certainly, not many =
local citisens were prepared to quarrel with them, With the ’
help and guldance of these teams, the "national committees”
chogen at thie time were heavily weighted in favor of the
CP, As a result, many more Communists and Communist

thizers were represented on the "national committees" than
the 25% to which the CP was "legally cntitled" {even under the
dehasing agreement signed by the non-Communists in April
19453 of. para ®"a", above).

5. The Czech trade Zunfums which were not unified centrally

) ~ before the war, were so unified by the Germans. The CP
% T insd er the war that the trade unions remain wnified.
) I{ was easier for the OF, which brought able union leaders

from the Soviet Union {(and in the absence of the old Sociel
Democratic leaders who were exterminated by the Sermans), to
taks over the unions from the top. ‘

6. There 1s no evidence that the Commmists laid any special
groundwork almed at easier acquisition of control over the
remaining four recornized potential power centers prior to

the entry of Soviet troops into Czechoslovakia in 19hli,, These
four centers aret the peasant mass orgasnizations, the youth
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organizations, the armed forces, and illegal armed bands,
This, of course, does not mean that there were no prior
plans made for their penetration once the Communist
leadership returned to Czechoslovakia from the USSR on the
heels of the Red Army.

B. 19L5 to Felrua L8. Starting with the above-listed
advanbages ay 19L5, the began slowly but systematically to
conaclidate its might in the recognized power centers. The Communist
gulding principle in this work appears to be as follows: it is not
the high level of CPesontrolled power which will be decisive, but the
favorable baiance of CP-contrelled power over that controlled by the N
non-Commumists, Consequently, the CP rendered those positions of power,
which it could not control, as ineffective as it could, The positions

\) ——destined To be made ineffective were: the youth organizations, the

)

peasants unions, the armed forces and, after 1946, the parliament.

1. The Parlisment., The Farliament contained the representatives
of the four legal political parties (the Communists, the Social
Uemocrats, the People's Party (for Bohemia), or the Democratic e
Party (for Slovakim), and the National Socialists) which constituted
the sow=called "National Front.," In its conception, as welllas
in its manner of functioning, the National Front was a potent
instrument of political contrel serving the CP, The Front was
& symbol of nastional unity and solldarlity which had existed in
the heat of struggle against the German invader, Although a
"minority stockhelder™ in the Front, the CP managed to establish
virtual control over it. The manper in which this was done

© L1lustrates a basic CF technique utilized in transforming a
minority into an effective majority. The central idea behind
the Natlional Front -- cooperation of all component parties
in an effort to attaln common national goals —- was utilized
by the CP in the followlng fashion: First, the CP approached
the Soclal Democrats with the propesition that, because both
groups were "Marxist," and stood for similar economic policies,
they should establish the Communist-Social Democratic alliance. |
In this alliance, the Communists constituted a majority. Next, @f&ﬁNJ
the Communist Party ~-- speaking in the name of the Communist-
dominated Social Democratic~Communist alliance -~ approached the
non-Marxist National Socialists, proposing the formation of the
so~-called "Soclalist Bloce of Yorkers of Town and Country." In

6

t----’....-......-
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this Bloc, the majority of votes belonged to the "Communist-

i Social Democratic" alliance,s The approach to the National

‘ﬂ\\ S Sociallists wasjon the "common" ground of Socialism, and the
- ﬂ/@& ommon experience in the Nazi concentration camps and in the
resistance, (For some reason, nobody questioned the validity

of the Communist claim to experiences in the concentration
camps, or inquired for the causes of their belated Joining
of the Czech natﬁicmﬁi resistance). This sppeal wae particularly
effective with most of the National Socialist leaders (The
older Hational Sacigiist leaders felt constrained to promote
their wartime herces of the concentration camps and resistance
leaders to high positions within thelr own party not only as
thelr just reWard and in order to bring fresh blood inte the
leadership, but also, as if in apoldgy for having spent their
wartime years directing resistance from the safety of London.
The CP leaders who "fought" in Moscow did not seem to be
bothered by such squgnishness). With these alliances made,
e BF-was-ableté push any legislation it wanted. Unofficially,
1t cleared legislation through the "Communist-Social Democratic®
R allisnce, then through the "Socialist Bloc of Workers of
Town and Country," and, finally, officially, in the National
Front Parliament. It took the non«Commmnist parties about two
, years yntii-bhey—eaught on to this "legal usage of parliamentary
CL;V ¢ procedures” by the CP, FHowever, by that time (late 19L6), ,
V the CP managed to push through the Parliament all the legislation
necespary to socialize the country. Wow their usage of the
A W to the Communists it became the forum from
A nic ey were able;% to prevent the passage of any legislation
which was ng in the CP program, 1though the disenchanted
Social Dempcrats anc# the National Socialists no longer supported
the CP as parties, many of their more leftist members continued
« to do s0, giving the CP sufficlent votes to block proposed
non<CP legislation, Also, controlling the nation's police, the
CP was in a position to make 1ife very miserable for the more
outspoken and able anti-communistic Wational Socialists, With
the help of the police, the CP managed to invent and compile an
unending series of charges of "collaboration” and "tresson®
sgainst the more troublesqme Nationel Soclalists, HNow these,
in turn, had to devote so much of their time and energy to
disproving the charges against them that they found little time
for work in the Parliament, For these charges, although
completely false, were not casily disproved in the eyes of

-

Ced :

Approved For Release g L0e

o :

78-00915R000400030001-3




Approved ForﬁReIeas;g; CIA-RDP78-00915R000400030001-3

&

e
i

ﬁ\ﬂ’ the public {they were never brought before courts)i They ,
were plausidle, orpcontained elements -4 unrelated to the X -7
7 essemce of Lhe accupation -4 which the accused did mot ¥ - -
want to alr publicly, sy This tactic also served another purpose
ugeful to the CPt it prevented the non-Communist partics
from presenting a sglm anti-Communist front, Whoever raised

-

V&
ol

& volre advocating the unity of the non-Communist parties was
ixmediately silenced by the CP with accusations, not only of
"eollaboration" and "treason," but with such additional
acgusations as "reaﬁtiangrism,_“ "violating the principle of

the National Front," "imperialism," and "espionage for the )
Western imperialist and warmongering powers." = Thus. the A -
"Unifed Front" technique was used by the CF, fivst as & —— -
constructive instrument helping to build up Commumist strength,

and then (1916-L8) as a weapon to destroy the non-Commmist

opposition.
2, | iatry of the Interior (Police) Immediately upon
&89 n of office he Communist lMinister of

P ~ N

Interior "reorganized" the police forges. The old police
and the gendarmerie were composed almost exclusively of
pelitically centrist and rightist elements, To "reform®
them would have taken too leng, so they were "reorganized,"
The "reerganization" consisted of creating a new, unified
"Nationsl Security Corps," as a substitute for the old police
and the gendarmerie. 4 great many old policemen and gendarmes
were nysteriously "lost" in the process of transfer to the new
organization, The depleted ranks of the Corps were gquickly
filled with either Communists or the so-called frevolutionary
fighters" referred to in paragraph II-l-(b), above. Ir higher
pesitions, however, the Minister was forced to retaln some of
the more capable and politically-supported non-Commupists snd “y
sven anti-Communists, namely, those with powerful political . )
backing of the non-Communist parties of the National Front,
He was forced to get rid of these™the hard way," i.e., one by
one -+ often on "wellwdocumented," false charges. But, as
late as February 1918, there were still about 70 of ti ;86
“wndesirable" high pplice officials in office. They, owever,

they turned out 'te be, at thpt date, not a burden but an asset (cf.
2 ___Bestion ITI, below), »- At this stege the Communist-controlled

- "National Security Force" {police) began to be used by the

Communist Party as an instrument to acquire assets in other
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centers of power Wh%.ch the Party set out to control,or,
falling control, to make ineffective. The Communist Minister
of Interilor was entrusted Ly the coalition government with the
task of "purification" of the nation of wertime traitors and
German collaborators. It was his job to initiate investigations
and bring cases to court. The courts were under the Ministry
of Justice and E%‘ under Communist control. ©5till, the
Communist-controlled police of the Ministry of Interior managed
to administer their own brand of "justice" to the wartime

Q. _‘traitors and collaborators; Investizated cases of accused

' traitors who did not wish now to collaborate with the Commmist ,{;m e
Party were brought fp@f«ara the courts and justly punished; )
fhose of the gullty ones, on the other hand, who threw ,

o /%rgqsg%mgm the mercy of the Commnist police, and agreed .. . -3)

oL " collaborate fully with the Communist Farty, avoided B
pentencing and loss of their jobs.beesusenthe Tollce failed to - w2},

"find conclusive proof? of their guilt. T - e

3. Minigtryr o

‘ g0 Y5
: culture. 4 B hold on the Ministry of
Agr ture served the CF cause nearly as effectively as its
control of the Minisiry of the Interigor. The linistry's
role in the distribution of farm machinery, price fixing,
grain purchase and its influence on the Peasant Bank (to which -
the vast majority of peasants had to turn for loans), greatly A9
enhanced the CP electoral appeal. Also, although the land~
reform and the expriopriation of land which belonged to the
3 million expelled %mans and Hungarians, was initiated by <,
@ decree of (Natio Socialist ) President Benes, the GP-
- dominated Minlstry Eﬂﬁic%ture took sole charge of
imm] tine these decrees. The CP was clever enough to take
full credlt for the speedy distribution of land, but, at the
same time, it was farsighted enough not to issve permanent
titles to the property for a long time. In this manner, the
CP made doubly sure of the allegiance of the new, farmers.,
Their suwport enabl? the CP to score heavily in,large number.

of rural distriets the first postwar election in 1946,

Ministry of Information. The contribution of this Ministry
he CP cause was"only” of an auxiliary nature (an excellent
ingtrument for publécity for the CP and for suppression of news
unfavorable to the CP; eof. Section ITI below) until the erucisl
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period of the 1948 coup. At that time, CP control of the 3
nerve centers of all media of communication inside and B j)\
outside the country proved to be of incalculable lmportance:- -
Anti-Commnist forces of the nation were neither alerted

nor capable of concerted action; with one stroke they

became but disconnected remnants of an outgoing regime,

5. The Trade Unions, Although three quarters of the trade
unions pelonged to the Soclal Democrats, their central control
organ was the creature of the Cerman invaders, It was easy
for the CP (through their police) to geb rid of all the
German sppointees on charges of collaberation. To i1l these
high posts, the CP had a great number of party members brought
from the Soviet Union where they had undergone &1’%1.%5 for
Just such positions, Also, the most Inflventlal labor union
leader who survived the Jerman concentration camp happened to
be a CP member. At‘thé same time, all imporiant Social
Demogratic labor leaders perished in the German concentration
canps, and the Social Democrats did not have the foresisht

to train @ new cadre, Thus, by deiauil, t r ‘

ergil’ e heri.te :
op posts in the central organ of the trade unions, Although
many individual unions continued to be led by the Social
Democrats, they began to orlent themselves more afd more -
toward the G.Ommnnis"ts: first, because the Social Democratic
leaders had either very little or no experlencey and
secondly, because the Social Democratic party had mo special

rade union program, while the CP had a rogram Which the
Soelal Democrats could find no way o ﬁ rove. In this state
of affalrs, both the Social Democratic trade union members and
trade union officials found themselves in the role of
Communist followers. By February 1948, the whole Czech

trade union movement was responsive only to the CP leadership.

6, The Facto I’!,:LZLl tia and the Armed Forces. The Factory

M1itia was &8 wi e creature and was viewed by the CP as

& good base on which to bulld the future "people's army”

in replacement of the regular army which was composed mostly

of congervatives fervent nationallists. When recurrent

efforts by the CP to legalize the Factory Militia {and

gradually to shift to it the balance of military power) failed,

the CP put the Militia quietly "to sleep" but allowed it te
all arme in its possession for possible use only in a

‘ such as occurred in February 19L8).
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At the same time, the CP realistically decided that the
regular armed foree$ could not be gained for Communism,

Acgordingly, ‘b‘ze CP ‘made every effort to gke med
for ineffe . 4% accomplish _ he fellowing
meansi mr ‘the Soviet Union ai 4 that the M finister

of National Defense and the Chief of Staff be "acceptable"

to the Soviet Union (eventually it turned out that both
individuals named to the posts were secret Communists);

$2) placing men loyal to the CP in all sensitive positions
in the armed forces {with the help of the two secret
Communiets); and (3) voting in the Parlisment ageinst military
budgets, so that by 1948 the Czech armed forces were equipped
only with World WarII "relics" (which lacked replsacement
parts) and with only a minimum of ammunition. In this mafner,
the Czech armed forces ceased to be an effective center of
anti-Commnist pewq

Te

Peagant Union . These two potential
¢ orces, were both

cenaervative and ex;rﬁmly nationalistic. They were also

: zed. The CP decided that it would cost too much
mrzy even to attexgz;at to make them into significant centers
of CP power., It decided, therefore, to leave these two
-erganigations in th ir impotent condition, and to see to it
that the non-Communist parties would not re-vitalize them,
However, the aon—cmmmnist parties, who thought only in terms
of legal power, faiied not only to make youth and peasant
ergaizatiana into effective power centers for thenmselves,
but déd-not evenrealize that power was located in them.
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I1, GREATION OF POLITTCAL CRISIS
GREES . LISy

By the fall of 19L7, the Czech CP had all the necessary power

to teke full possession of the country, All it needed now was a
ferigis" which would create a "revolutiopary situation." Its first
attempt at creation of such & crisis failed. t attempt was based
on a CP-instigated "bomb plot" against three of the most venerated
nen-Communist cabinet ministers Vice-Premier, Minlster of Foreign
Affalrs and Minister of Justice), It was supposedly organized by
"reactionary elements," This "plot" was designed to give the CP=
controlled police an excuse to intervene and make & thorough "house-
cleaning” in these three centers of power (ministerial posts) ol o
controlled by ponwCommunists., The "housecleaning" could not P
but cause the desired crisis te develop, the CP thought, However,
ag the "bomb plot® was dramstically announced by the CP, the National
Socialists immedistely went to work and uncovered the fact that the :
two members of the"plot" were Communists: one a Communist cabinetmaker

; e second ome a parli W eputy. The evidence against
the CP was g0 convincing that the—6F was forced to suspend the offending o
CP deputy. The Party now u&.{jlimd the power vested in the CP-controlled . A
Ministry of Information to hush up the whole affairf: S arprisingly,

o Mﬂtﬁ? nelther effectively alerted the non-Communists to the
z CQ :

sppsund st er, nor moved them to utilize it against the CP poelitically.

The second attempt to create a crisis, several montis later s wWas
DS > CF success, ¥t Wme cauwsed-in—this-feshion. In order to
rovoke the democratic parties to the exteeme, the Communist Minister of
vhe Interior Waﬁ gll non-Communist police functionaries
(@bout 70 of Them). The strongest reaction which 1his dofisnt gof
produced in the democratic ranks was the resignation of 12 of their
cabinet members. Instead staying in fighting the:% retired ‘
from ghe %gg in righteous but ill-expressed anger, = stage wag . X --
now set, scow dispatched Deputy Foreiyn Minister, &orin, to direct )
the play. The date wasp 20 February 1548. R T

8
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LI, THE CRMENIST GO
o v
Upen, resignation of the 12 democratie cabinet members, all

CP~held positions of authcriqy and power became revolutlonary
sperations bases, The posts sbandoned by the democratic ministers
ere frmed 1y oceupied by Lommunist éhoék__}roops.“’ The army
was confined t0 DATTECKS] the sirforce was grounded; the peasants and
the youth continued te “gleep on.® Communist power wad brought to public -
vigwt. Biflaz-cquipped police and Factory Militia filled the 8@?!23”‘38;.\’,"“”%#...% )
. %W CP-instigated token~-strike, the trade unionists 1ined -
Tog- sheelves up with the CP, and then joined the pro=Commmnist demonstrators

) in the streets, All media o#‘ communication and propaganda ! confrolled 9,
by the CP) gave only the Communist version of the crisis; non-Communists
}./ were accused of breaking the National Front cocperation agreement.
)

Because of this "crime," the CP insisted that it would never again

permit the resigned minist‘e& to return to their posts. The chief

& e

aim of the CP was to force President Benes to accept the resignations
and turn over ﬁg state power o the CP, TIn order to prevent the crisis
from being setTied through parilamentary procedures, the CP arbltraril

nogtponed the regular shuledmeeﬁ}. of the National Assembly. In

order to heip tne rresident to make up his mind quickly, the UP mow
estaplished a pecond, extra- o?ré“m"ﬁz"egﬂfw seat of power In tHe Torm of '
s Tlentrar Lction committee! ol the a:mm& riow consistedd
of none © e Tommunists and the Communisteoriented leftist Social

Democrats and Netional Socialists, whe broke away from their parent
psrties. The CP thus implemented its earlier plan to "rejuvenate”
the National Front by including in it the CP-controlled {or heavily
penetrated) mass organizations as replacements for the non-cocperative
democratic parties, Revolutionary "Agtionm Committees" were created

_ throughout the country as self-declared guardians of national security
during this hour of crisis, Vhen a1l mass orgaizations and leftist
members of the nons=Commmist parties had associated themselves with the
*Centrsl Action Committee of the National Frent," the democratic cause
in Csechoslovakia was lost. Now, even if the non-Communists found some
way to unite and regain the balancai of Mower in the povernment, the
nCentral Action Committee"” was ready and able to challange the power
of the legal govermment and to provoke civil war if the CP so desired.
Also constituting a threat were some units of the Red Army in Austris,
which the Soviet Unien suddenly indicated Bhe wished to move to Fastern
Germany “over the shortest route possible,” i.e., through Crecltoslovakia.

| o
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On 25 February '8 President Benes capitulated. Soviet Deputy
Foreign Minister Zorin returned to Moscow.

The process of Bolshevization of Czechoslovakia had begun. The
leftist elements of two non-Communist parties were allowed to exist as
two “independent® partics, temporarily given the control of six --very un-
2{% Gted The

2

L

//,~__,;§§§g§gndpﬁ« ministries. Social Democrabts, wholso foolishly assisted e
CP in gaining complete power, were given the usual treatment: & purge,

and incorporation into the CP. Prolonged and systematic purges of, and
attacks on, democratic elements in all organs of the nation (government,
army, police, mass organizations, educational system and, shortly, the
chureh) were initiated., For the first time, the real intent of the
Communists was fully and publicly announced and demonstrated. The CP
no longer "loved" the Socialiste, the Democcrats, the Liberals and the

Progressives, It did not ask for their cooperation; the-8Pdemanded . -

it by "law" and force. The trade unions ceased to be the workers'®

‘ g bodi and became the government supervisors of the workers
and of their work, OStrikes were pronibiled, Tabor camps were sel
up and filledﬁ&iﬁﬁxggj;gg;x}rightiats but also with the leftist
non-i and luke-warm Uommunist collsborators. Western borders of the
nation were tightly sealed. Czechoslovakia became a fullegrown
"People's Republic* under the "dictatorship of the proletariat,”
which Stalin (quoting Lenin) defines in the following words:

|

W"Dictatorship of the proletariat is the rule - unrcstricted
by law and based on 1orce...

. Events in Czechoslovakia subsequent to the coup were in accordance
with that definition.
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IV . G”RCLUSIQN

Events In CzechasloVakigu clearly illustrate certain fundamental
truths sbout the aims and tacties of Communist perties throughout the
world, These truths may be mmmariaed as follows:

~ 1} The Communists' pr aim in opposing any system, organization,
or 1s not the destruction of power inherent in them, but the selzure

of puch power and its utiliaa.tion in establishing & dictatorship -~ a
Tdic %gfarsﬁxp of the proletariat" -- actually, dictatorship of the
t Pa

2) Commmist readiness and even eagernese to cooperate with any
"democratic,® "1iberal® or "progressive" forces in a country where the
CP is not yet in power is only a temporary expedient, a means o acquire

more power, a tactic. Once the CP assumes power in a count it
gysbematically and ruthlessiy destroys these collaborabing §sem«oc:ra;‘c,;ic

3) Before the CP gaina control of a country, it “at&ﬂdﬂ" for &1l the

'gaad and popularly appealing things: land for the peasants, freedom to

- npiniona.

strike, freedom of speech, eic. On gaining power, the CP collectivizes
the land, eutlema strikes an@ pemlizes the expression of truly free

| .
L) The real, basic aims of the CP of any country are ou’t-lined in

- the bocks which 1t requires its members to study: e.g., the writings

of Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tsen-Tung Deviation from Party teaching in
any CP in the world is regarded as a crime -- punished by penalties

.

ranging from rcbuke and humiliation, to imprisonment and death.
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